The Hon Lia Finocchiaro
Chief Minister

GPO Box 3146

Darwin NT 0801
chief.minister@nt.gov.au

Tuesday 29 April 2025
Dear Chief Minister

Community responses to the root causes of crime that work must be on the table

In the wake of the recent tragic death of Mr Linford Feick, we stand in solidarity with the Darwin
community and all those affected by this senseless act. We condemn violence and want to
work alongside you, your government and community in enacting lasting effective change.

Following Mr Feick’s death, we note your comments that ‘everything is on the table’ when it
comes to community safety and justice. While there must be clear and serious consequences
for offending behaviour, prison is only one component. There needs to be a suite of solutions
which are community-led, hold offenders accountable to victims and community, and make
positive changes to community safety.

An approach that focuses solely on prison would fail to improve a sense of community safety
and further entrench disadvantage. The ongoing use of over incarceration as a policy response
means we lose focus on investing in a suite of community-based supports, rehabilitation and
healing which are vital for a healthy and thriving community. Everything on the table means that
it’s time to lead on and amplify these solutions.

Territorians know that these are long-term, widespread problems, and as you have correctly
identified we need to invest in solutions that prioritise addressing root causes such as housing,
poverty and education. Arecent survey of NT locals showed that 67 per cent agreed they would
like to see the justice system change to include more alternatives to prison.

For decades, successive Territory governments have not addressed the long-term root-causes
of crime which has led to a constant cycle of harmful offending behaviours and reduced
community safety. Reactive ‘harsh on crime’ policies will continue to take us down that path.

We urge you to invest in the community-led, culturally appropriate programs and services that
are already operating effectively across the Territory. With appropriate backing these
successes can be scaled up to address the size of the issues and become more widespread
with crime stopped at its cause. The cost of inaction will be far greater than the cost of action.

We would welcome the opportunity to meet with you to discuss how your government can lead
the way for a new approach in the NT, with real lasting outcomes when it comes to safe and
healthy communities.
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